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THE YEAR THE
DEMOS KICKED THE ELEPHANT

While the world was wallowing in the Great Depression in 1934,
Du Page County Democrats reached their loftiest political peak.

For the only time within the memory of man, a Democrat was
elected to a full term of high office in Du Page County. Further-
more, another Democrat was elected at the same time to fill a
two-year vacancy!

The Democrats who breached the solid Republican inviolable
wall - both before and since then - were Arthur L. Hellyer, who
was elected to a full four-year term as county treasurer, and William
A. Robinson, who was elected to serve the last two years of an
unexpired term as clerk of the circuit court.

Thus, 1934 was a vintage year for Du Page Democrats. It was the
only time, so far as old-timers can remember, that the pristine
Republicanism of the county was violated.

Victory by the two Democrats appears even more noteworthy in
view of the fact that, as usual, Du Page County went for all other
Republican candidates in that year's state and county elections and,
only two years before, had stood with the G.O.P. as the Democrats
were swept into almost all public offices in the country with
Franklin Delano Roosevelt at their head.

Although the 1932 election was a national disaster for the
G.O.P., Du Page County Republicans could still boast (and still dol)
that "Du Page is the most Republican county in the country."

Hellyer was a widely known lawyer, real estate broker/consult-
ant, and veteran of World War I active in veterans' organizations. He
lived in Hinsdale from 1930 to 1935, then moved to Elmhurst until
1966, when he moved to Chicago.

Hellyer's 1934 political victory was not an easy one and by an
official razor edge of only 14 votes. The canvass of ballots showed a
total of 38,639 votes cast with 18,446 credited to Hellyer and
18,432 credited to his Republican opponent, John F. Hesterman, a
veteran Republican leader who was concluding four years as sheriff.

Hesterman cried "Foul!" and sued for a recount.
It went on for 10 weeks amid innuendoes and hints of skull-

duggery in numerous precincts throughout the county. The recount
ended abruptly when it showed Hesterman trailing by 101 votes,
instead of only 14, and with every expectation that further
recounting would add to Hellyer's lead.

Hesterman then dropped his recount suit.
Although, as now, the local Du Page newspapers of those days

were staunchly Republican in outlook, many chided Hesterman and
the G.O.P. for their reluctance to admi t defeat.

The now defunct Wheaton Illinoian said, in part, in an editorial
the week after the election:

"Just a few years ago there were less than 600 Democratic voters
in the county, and although we'd say there probably is not over a
thousand voters actually claiming allegiance to that party in the
county at this time, the poll of over 10,000 straight Democratic
votes against a thousand less straight Hepublican, should be a
warning to future habitual office-holders that the scheme is no
longer popular with Du Page County voters. And it might be added
that more care will have to be exercised hereafter in the character of
men (or women) selected for public office. That 'democratic' vote
was nothing more nor less than a direct objection to the game of
shuffle-board and the insatiable desire for continuity which has for a
long time been rankling the minds of voters in the countv."

("The game of shuffle-board" apparently referred to the popular
practice of county officials, particularly the sheriff and treasurer,
neither of whom can serve more than one term consecutively,
swapping jobs every four years - a practice that is still a courthouse
"musical chairs" sort of "sport.")

The same paper said in its Dec. 7, 1934 issue concerning the
pending recount:

"The coming recount ... will cause more grief than at first
supposed.

"Those responsible for the recount in the name of John
Hesterman, defeated Republican candidate, are not dealing with a
cheap politician when they go after Mr. Hellyer, the successful
candidate, who is now carrying on the work of his office. The
conservative Republicans and Democrats of Mr. Hellyer's home-
town, Hinsdale, practically drafted him because of his sterling
worth, to be Democratic candidate, then went out and sold him to
the voters of the county. Our opinion of the man is that they made
no mistake, and it is pretty generally conceded ..

"The November election demonstrated beyond question that
there are gentlemen and scholars even among the heretofore detest-
ed Democrats, and makes us firmer in our determination to cut out
party lines in the selection of men or women officials in county or
city, for the good of all concerned.

From the history of the past four decades, less three years, it is
apparent that this pious determination died aborning.

The Lombard Spectator on January 31, 1935, after telling of
four teams of canvassers inspecting disputed ballots, described the
affair as "this is a recount that isn't a recount" and added:

" ... that there have been irregu larities resulting from the
incredible ignorance of many of the (election) judges and clerks has
been abundantly demonstrated, though nothing indicating criminal
intent has been disclosed ...

"An ironical thing that has developed from the recount that isn't
a recount is the universal demand going up over the county for
something resembling a school for election officials preceding each
election in which they serve. Apparently such a school has never
been held in Du Page County.

Such a "school" now is held for judges and clerks before each
election.

Although Hellyer assumed the treasurer's office soon after the
November election, despite Hesterrnan's challenge, the recount
attempt did not collapse until mid-March of 1935.

Hesterman's attorney even called in Mrs. Katherine Keeler, a
noted handwriting expert of that day and wife of the inventor of a
widely used "lie detector" to inspect ballots from one Lisle
Township precinct. This need resulted from the fact that an election
judge in the precinct had become ill during election day and his
place was taken by a woman. The substitute continued to mark his
initials, instead of her own, on the ballots.

Also disputed were "II the ballots from another Lisle Township
precinct where the judge had rubber-stamped his initials instead of
writing them, 40 ballots from a Wayne Township polling place, 77
from a Milton Township polling place and a few from an Addison
Township precinct.

Soon after Mrs. Keeler's visit to Du Page County, Hesterrnan's
attorney moved to have the recount suit dismissed, so Hellyer's
record shows he was officially elected by a margin of only 14 votes.

The earliest available newspaper clipping germane to Hellyer's
operation of his office is from the Lombard Spectator of Feb. 7,
1935. A statement released by him showed tax collections in his
first two full months in office (December-January) amounted to
$167,846 as compared to only $121,873 during the same two
months the previous year and that "clerk h ire" cost was $4,287 as
compared to $6,260.

On June 14, 1935, the Elmhurst Press somewhat poetically
started a news story:
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This picture of Arthur L. Hellyer was taken in recent
years.

"A silver lining, in the form of improved tax collections, shines
through the dark financial storm clouds that have for some time
been threatening to engulf Du Page ....••

It referred to a report by Hellyer that the year's tax payments to
June 1 were $1,395,879 as against $1,286,279 in the first five
months of 1934.

Of even qreater importance during that dark Depression period
was Hellyer's report that his first six months as treasurer had seen a
200 percent increase in the collection of back taxes - from
$122,498 in the year-before six-month period to $398,148.

He was widely lauded in the press for a policy he instituted to
distribute funds as frequently as possible to school districts. By
mid-1935, this policy had permitted several school districts to retire
tax anticipation warrants they had issued.

Hellyer's honeymoon as treasurer came to an end in September,
1935, when he refused to approve an August salary check of $150
for the late Lewis V. Morgan, veteran county superintendent of
schools. The Lombard Spectator of Oct. 10, 1935, headed a news
story:

"Reveal Double Salary Voted to Du Page Official - No One but
Hellyer had Heard of New Law Passed in June - Morgan quizzed."

The newspaper reported that "The board of supervisors had
apparently been under the impression that the salary of the county
superintendent was still $3,600 yearly, of which the state paid half
and the county the remaining half.

Actually, the state legislature in June had made the school
superintendent's salary $5,000 and decreed that the state pay it in
full, thus relieving the county of paying any of it.

As the newspaper reported it, Hellyer vigorously castigated the
state's attorney, the county auditor, and Morgan. After his castiga-
tion, the newspaper reported, there was "a stunned silence."

Newspaper headlines succinctly tell of Hellyer's successes:
Villa Park Argus, July 17, 1936 - "Hellyer is Lauded by Elms.

Official for Help to City - Commended for Frequent Distribution
of Tax Collections by Ass't Treas. Maier."

Elmhurst Leader, July 3, 1936 - "County Treasurer's Office
Sets Record In Tax Distributions." ;

Roselle Register, Jan. 3,1936 - "Four Year Decline in Revenue
Ends - Hellyer Policies Help to Change Picture in Du Page County."

While Hellyer's term was by no means a constant running battle
with the county board or other officials, there were sufficient
confrontations to prove that he was not 'a helpless Democratic
chicken in a den of Republican faxes. A skilled lawyer himself, he
kept abreast of legislative actions and repeatedly boxed careless
Republicans into uncomfortable corners, such as in the Morgan
salary case.
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(Political AdvertiBement)

WIN WITH
Arthur L. Hellyer

HINSDALE

Lawyer, War Veteran,
Business Man

Democratic Candidate for Congress
11 th DISTRICT

ARTHUR L HELLYER, DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR
CONGRESS, is known to thousands as a man of ROOSE-
VEL TlAN CHARACTER AND COURAGE.

Worked his way through college by-FARMING. At eighteen,
volunteered for OVER-SEAS' SERVICE. In action at SOIS-
SONS, COMPEIGNE, CHATEAU-THIERRY and other battles,

He is a LAWYER and EXPERIENCED BUSINESS EXECU-
TIVE, specializing in real estate problems. Has helped many
save their homes and business. Mr. Hellyer is a member of
THE DU PAGE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, the KIWANIS
CLUB, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS and THE AMERICAN
LEGION.

He resides with his wife and four children in Hinsdale.

Hellyer Stands For-
Less taxation and greater opportunities for' small

business and farming.
Greater protection to property owners.
Careful consideration of veterans' problems.
Adequate national defense as insurance for peace.
Shorter hours for labor with increased pay.
Old age pensions.
Unemployment insurance.

withWin Hellyer
(Donated by Dul'agc Coun ty Fr iends uf fli r. II cllyer.)
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On May 13, 1937, the Elmhurst Press reported that he:
.. served notice on the county board Tuesday that he would

decline to sign checks for new disbursements of funds called for in
board resolutions, unless such measures had the okay of the state's
attorney as to their legal validity."

This was occasioned by a resolution awarding the county
probation officer $25 a month for clerk hire. Hellyer refused to sign
the check and the state's attorney "declined to rule on its legality."

The grand climax to Hellyer's clashes with the Republican
powers-that-be came in mid-1938, only a few months before his
term was to end with him barred by law from succeeding himself.

In September, 1937, the county board had budgeted $75,000
for a courthouse annex, but the board approved an $88,000
contract for building the annex the following December.

I n July, 1938, the board passed an "emergency" resolu tion to
appropriate an additional $20,000 to the original $75,000, which
would have made the final cost to taxpayers of $95,000.

Hellyer balked at paying the additional $20,000, contending no
"emergency" existed and that "no further expenditure for court-
house construction purposes can be made during the present budget
year," according to the Naperville Sun of July 29, 1938.

Hellyer's term ended the following November, so the taxpayers
eventually got their $95,000 "$75,000 courthouse." The building is
the gray-white limestone building on the west side of the courthouse
grounds occupied by the county board headquarters, the maps and
zoning department, and some other county offices.

On the wall outside at the southwest corner of the building is a
bronze plaque commemorating dedication of the building and
preserving for history the names of county board members and top
county officials of that date - but not that of Arthur L. Hellyer,
Treasurer'

Some consider the absence of his name from the tablet as a
lasting commemoration of the petty pique of the Republican foxes
who could not gobble up the Democrat in their den.

Arthur L Hellyer ~ alive and active today. He and his wife,
I rene, Iive in a high-rise apartment on Chicago's near north side with
a view of Lake Michiqan. He is 73 years old, but he keeps busy in
semi-retirement directing his LaSalle St. real estate office, appearing
often as a public speaker, and serving as member of the boards of
trustees of St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer, I nd., and Rosary
College in River Forest. He has served over 20 years on the St.
Joseph's board, including 1966 to 1970 as chairman, and 16 years
on the Rosary College board.

Before running for the county treasurer's office in 1934, Hellyer
had just run once for public office, unsuccessfully for congressman
from the old 11 th District that contained Du Page, Kane, McHenry
and Will Counties.

Near the end of his term as county treasurer, Hellyer was urged
by Democrats to be their candidate for state treasurer, but he
declined to do so in order to devote his time to his real estate
business and law practice - and to recoup "for a period of seven
years," he now says, what it had cost him personally to serve as
county treasurer.

Hellyer was no political novice when he ran for the treasurership.
He long had been active in Democratic party activities and had
personal friends and connections reaching up to the White House.

His high moral principles, deep religious feelings, and sincere
belief that "a public office is a public trust" made him wholly
unreachable had anyone tried nefariously to "reach" him during his
term of off ice.

I t was not his way to go along with the county board's
"generosity" with public funds in such matters as the $20,000
unappropriated for the annex building - so you will not find his
name on the building's bronze commemorative plaque! Figuratively,
his picture has been "turned to the wall."


